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requires more than one application of any of the dusting powders to secure comparative freedom from lice.
Ticks
Any farmer who raises sheep is familiar with ticks because they are by far the most common of the parasites affecting the skin. Ticks are said to favor the coarse or medium wool sheep, but they may be found on all breeds. The sheep tick lives entirely on the blood of sheep and, when badly infested, the animals are likely to be very unthrifty and fatten slowly.
Life and habits of ticks
Sheep ticks are in reality wingless flies and do not resemble the true tick in any way. Their shape and structure are different, the sheep tick having only six legs while the true tick has eight.
No one should ever confuse lice and ticks, because the latter are fully *4 inch long while the lice seldom exceed 1/20 inch. The full-grown tick is brown in color and is able to move rapidly about the skin and wool.
Unlike its relatives, the flies, the tick does not lay eggs. The egg and larva or unborn ticks develop inside the female and when the time is ripe they deposit the pupa (larva of the ticks inside their case) on a convenient hair. Here the baby ticks incubate further inside their sheath or covering and finally burst out of the egg-like covering in about nineteen to twenty-four days. Warmth and moisture hasten the incubation period. The young ticks are nearly as large as the adult insect when they emerge from the shell. They now suck blood, become of age in three or four days and the females begin to lay after eight or ten days. Ticks spend their entire life on the body of the sheep and are able to live only six or seven days after leaving their host.
Ticks spread from one animal to another by direct contact, especially when sheep are closely housed in the winter.